Revolt of 1857

(First war of Independence)
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* The revolt of 1857 was the first large-scale armed uprising
against British rule./ 1857 &1 fagig fafe2r AR & R&TE dgelT 98
IHT1 R gfAIRdT fagie Al
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* Also known as /gﬁsqmtﬁﬁvﬂamsrm%:
v" First war of Independence/ 9§l Iaddl WA
v" Sepoy mutiny/ fAUTEl faglg
v Indian mutiny/ R fAdlg

» Start / YB3 : 10 May 1857, Meerut

» Symbolic leader : Bahadur Shah Zafar (last Mughal Emperor)/
HcilepTeHe el : IEIGY 2ATE ST (ATRA?N PPTe I1G2ATE)
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Causes of the Revolt / Taglg & HTR0T |
(A) Political Causes/ IrcA<tifdads HII0T

1. Doctrine of lapse : Introduced by Lord Dalhousie, it annexed states without
heirs, like Satara, Jhansi, and Nagpur./ ol Sclglisil A s o403 fBdT 2, 394 IdR,
STl 31 APTQR 31 o= a1 a1l 13 Y 3199 | e for

2. Annexation of Awadh: Taken in 1856 for "misgovernance," sparking local
resentment./ 31d¢ T Hesll: 1856 H "R UATHA" & feiv 2 foram s, oo v+
Tl § ST B ST

3. Disrespect to Rulers./ I} &I {TH]

4. Loss of Privileges: Landlords, zamindars, and princes lost estates, alienating the

elite./ fAAWITASRI &1 JHA: STHIGRY, STHIGRT 3R AISTHARI A 319 STRIEIE @1 4,
S 31 AT 316P1-20eT IS 10|

Exclusion from High Positions: Indians were denied key civil and military roles,
frustrating the educated and ruling classes./ 3 Ul I 9183 391 ST WRA- Bl
st fAfae 3R fafadt (e a8l § 18, s ge-fard 31k eamaes 9f fARmer g1 el
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Drain of Wealth./ Sied &1 JHaT|
Destruction of Industries./ $8%131 BT @A g

1.
2.
3. Agricultural Exploitation./ @dl &T 297
4. Famines./ Bl
5. Widespread Poverty./ §8 4HT9 G IRId]| ‘
o ) POVERTY
6. Land Revenue Policies./ ﬂiﬁm-’-ﬂﬁml AND
7.

UN-BRITISH
RULE IN INDIA

Loss of Aristocracy (British reforms displaced
zamindars, leading to instability and resentment.) /

3-]1117{ FﬁTﬁ bl dddH m (ﬁ'ﬁg[ '\ggn'\?[ ﬁ' 3|1:ﬂz‘r|-a aﬁ- &cl ﬁ'CIT, Dadabhai Naoroji
T 31RARAT 3R IT1 7€)




Social & Religious Causes

wmﬁwafvenﬁwm

1. Racial Discrimination. / T%iII HgWd|
2. Religious Interference./ &Mfd& @l
3. Disruption of Social Order./ AMIfSIH

’----~

AT H HHIAC|
4. Loss of Religious and Social Prestige.
/ eNfiies 3R AMITAS UfasT &1 I
5. Missionary Activities. / e U<IR
sifafafer




1. Indian sepoys paid less salary than British

soldiers./ MR fAurfe) &1 fafeer A6l A 0 da4
fAeret 2

2. Rare promotions for Indians./ YRl &l dgd HH
JHIM fAerd Al

3. Harsh discipline and poor working conditions./

A& AT 3R BH HIA & W greATd|

4. General Service Enlistment Act (1856) — overseas
posting, considered loss of caste./ 3T ¥d Afdd
vAfaeHc Uae (1856) - fader A qifest, sfa &1 JeuH
HTAT 71T AT




* Introduction of Enfield Rifle cartridges
greased with cow & pig fat (religious anger). /

T 3R P3R B T ) vAthles 8B & BRI

b1 S¥AHT (EMfHS IR

* Mangal Pandey fired at officer on 29 March
1857 (Barrackpore)./ H3T1 Uis 9 29 AT 1857

(dRPTR) & HTfBUR TR el Telrs|

* Sepoys in Meerut refused cartridges —
punished — fellow soldiers rebelled —

marched to Delhi/ A3& # AU A FRGIA A4 A
HAT B feam — W1 et — areft B! 3 Smad
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The Enfieldrifle
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This percussion-lock rifle was produced in the British Ordnance Factory at Enfield near London. It
came into use in the British army in 1853. Shortly afterwards it was sent out for trials for the Company
army in India. The ‘rifling ’ on the inside of the barrel made the shot more accurate and gave the
weapon a greater range. It was an enormous improvement on the Brown Bess smooth-bore flintlock
musketwhich had been the standard weapon of all British forces since the early eighteenth century.

(4

A greased cartridge How itwas loaded

1. - 3.

The soldier tears open the He pours the powder He takes his ramrod from

end of the cartridge with down the muzzle of his its slot beneath the rifle

his teeth. rifle. Then he thrusts the barrel, and rams paper,
bullet, still wrapped in the bulletand powder to the

cartridge paper which makes pottom of the barrel.
it a tight fit, into the muzzle.




Timeline of Revolt of 1357

* Mangal Pandey, stationed at Barrackpore, revolts against British

officers and is hanged
29th March 1857
. TRl U1, ST &RepuR B AT &, 313157 IR 3 el fAdie ava & 3R
3¢ Bl ¢ &1 STl &

* Meerut Revolt : Ninety sepoys of the Third Native Cavalry refuse
to use greased cartridges, leading to their dismissal.

o RS &I fAgIE : TG Afed bRl & o YR B (3T o) BRHI
BT TRIPT B W SPR BT cd g, [SIP BRUT 3¢ S B &1 17 8

* Imprisonment of Sepoys : 85 sepoys are sentenced to
imprisonment, fueling unrest in the army.

. fAufaal &1 HRIEN : 85 AU I HRIENT bl U1 31 371! &, S
I H 39 BerdT g

24t April 1857

9th May 1857




* Revolt In Meerut : The sepoys in Meerut and march towards Delhi,
freeing their comrades and killing British officers.

* The sepoys, along with civilians, march towards Delhi, declaring
Bahadur Shah Zafar Il as leader.

- Y3 H faglg : ¥ o RAurgl fAglg & foewil Y 3R $d 6Hd &, 3194
ATFRIY &l qehs I & 3R 37T AfABINGT Pl &1 e &l

+ fQUTE APTRGY & A1 AT fGeet! i 3R daa & 3R J-IGR 2ATE STHR
fgefiar &1 3791 Jar 9ifdd &= g

* Nana Saheb’s leadership : Nana Saheb leads the revolt in Kanpur,
capturing British officers and declaring himself as the Peshwa.

10t" May 1857

June 1857
+ AT W BT A : 1 WIgd HHYR H [AGIg BT Aded B &, 31U
AR DI Fl ST & 3R T HI Y2raT Tiffd & &




* Lucknow and Cawnpore : The revolt spreads across North India,
with major uprisings in Lucknow and Cawnpore (Kanpur).
June - July 1857
o W& R FFAYR : [AGIE T IR YR H el SI1A1 8, 3R G135 g
B (HAYR) J 98 991 1R 359 8id g

» Gwalior : Rani Laxmibai of Jhansi and Tatya Tope attempt to
capture Gwalior from the British

August 1857 |
+  JATIfeIAR : S 1 31T deHIaTg 3R dTedn 2 fafeen A sarfeiR i o
T 3 &l
* Delhi Siege : The British Begin a siege of Delhi, aiming to regain
September control after the sepoy-led rebellion.
1857

+  focett Y SRrddl : RuTe fagie & d1g fAIA0T e & UTed v o 36T A
fafeer iGeett &l ERTEET F e o
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* Revolt suppressed : The British, under General Havelock, retake
Cawnpore (Kanpur), and the revolt is crushed in most regions

March 1858
+  fAGIE &1 A : SR &adiich & A H fafell 4 BMYR (Cawnpore) WR I
31fABR & o 3R 31fAwier &4 7 fagie gt faan sm@
* End of Revolt : the British officially suppress the revolt, and the East
India Company Is replaced by direct Crown Rule.
1858

. fagie &1 3id : ffe 3 3nfAwive ®u A AgE $I gar fear 3k S SR
HUAl DI 3Te T ffeQl B34 A= A1 d fhar ar|




Major Centres & Leaders

Region / Centre of Revolt Revolutionary Leaders

Bahadur Shah Zafar, Bakht

Delhi han
Kanpur (Cawnpore) Nana Saheb, Tantia Tope
Lucknow Begum Hazrat Mahal
Jhansi Rani Lakshmibai
, Rani Lakshmibai, Tantia

Gwalior

Tope
Arrah (Bihar) Kunwar Singh
Bareilly Khan Bahadur Khan
Faizabad / Awadh Maulvi Ahmadullah Shah

British Officers Who
Suppressed

General Nicholson, General

Wilson

General Havelock, General
Colin Campbell

Sir Colin Campbell (Lord
Clyde)
General Hugh Rose

General Hugh Rose

Major Eyre, Captain Dunbar

General Colin Campbell
Various British officers
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» Lack of central leadership and planning./ ¥¢@ ciis3fAq 37X fasT 6 HHl|

* Limited to North & Central India; south & Punjab remained quiet./ A7ef 31k dee
afeqr d& fafies: 132 3R YT 2rid el

« Superior British weapons, communication & discipline./ dgdR fafe2r gfaaR,
HRIfAGLA 31 fefAfe

* Many Princely States (Hyderabad, Kashmir, Scindia of Gwalior) helped British./

Ps NI (geRTaTe, BHR, /arferar & fAfSm) a fafeer & aee Hi
» No single national ideology./ ®Ig U® A2 3TsfAIATSH T&l| ﬁﬂ
FAILED

» Absence of Support from Educated Indians./ Te-feld MR A
41 F A

~* Use of Brutal Tactics by the British./ ﬁﬁerm@mmgﬁmﬁn
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‘Impact of Revolt

¢ Il Il Il Il INN NN NN BN BN -
B N B B &N &5 &5 B BN B B |

(A) Political Impact/tﬁﬁrﬁm Y .
» End of East India Company rule./ 8% gf331 St & AT &1 31|

* “The Doctrine Of Lapse” was abruptly discontinued after GOI
Act 1858./ URd WHR HfAATT 1858 & dIg “? g3 Hifad” 3=mdb

dq &7 feIr I

* India placed under the direct control of the British Crown (Act

of 1858)./ WRA Bl fafeQl B34 & el Helet H ¥d@T =T (Ve T
1858)|

* Queen Victoria’s Proclamation(read by Lord Canning)
promised non- interference in religion./ &9 faFIRAT &
|, WEetd2M (TS BT gRT e 71a) & e & g@el 7 3 1 a1eT fban

= g o S, W?‘“
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(B) Administrative Impact / TsfafAfed 313R:
» Reorganization of Army / 3THI &1 3PS :
o More British soldiers recruited/ 31aT fafeer AfAwi H wdi gs

o Indians kept away from important positions/ $f8d~4 &I %<1 URe A QR YT 3T
» Racial divide in administrative widened./ TsfAfAfed # " WEUTd 9T

(C) Social Impact / A2 3

» British became cautious in introducing reforms./ faf2I @PT J&R 14 & A9 &1 310
* More respect shown to princes & landlords./ TIH?FIT?I 3R STHIGR] B FATST sH1d & TS|

(D) Nationalist Impact / A2MFfeIRE 3

» First time people from different sections fought together./ T&efl IR 3{cPI-31cPI ddd &
1T U 1Y S|

* Inspired future movements, INC (1885), other revolts./ 31T & 3ficiell INC (1885), i‘gl:{
facigl & JRom el




Nature of the Revolt — Historians’ views

-----\
\------

* Nationalist view (Savarkar) : First war of Independence.

o IFATET ASTRAT (ATARH): YAl 3TSTTS! BT IG |

* British View : Sepoy Mutiny, limited uprising.
-+ fafeer 9s1fvar: Al fadle, HifAd fage!

* Marxist View : Feudal revolt of dispossessed rulers and
peasants.

AT ard] A5 9evaaT QIR 31 fhI &1 IrHd fAgig|

Romesh Chandra Majumdar, a prominent historian,

famously argued that the 1857 revolt was “neither
the first, nor a national war of independence.







